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READY TO HEAR SOME GREAT MUSIC LIVE AGAIN? 
 

WE’RE BACK! 
 
GREATER BRIDGEPORT SYMPHONY IN CONCERT AT INDIAN LEDGE 
PARK, TRUMBULL. 
 
“Roots of Broadway” Concert features guest conductor Chelsea Tipton II 
and vocalists Maureen Hamill, Raisa Katona Bennett and Gary Harger., 
with music from George Cohan to George Gershwin, Styne, Bernstein, 
Sondheim 
 

SPECIAL SAFETY PROTOCOLS WILL BE IN PLACE TO HELP 
OUR AUDIENCE FEEL SAFE DURING THE COVID-19 CRISIS. 
 
If you reach back in time, you can still hear it:  that old television commercial --  
the longest-running in the history of TV – with the classy gentleman standing 
next to the harp, intoning, “I’m sure you recognize this lovely melody as 
Strangers in Paradise, but did you know that the original theme is from the 
Polovetsian Dance No. 2 by Borodin?”  (Remember, it’s pronounced “Dahse.”)  
Now you’ve got it:  Classical music becomes Broadway music! 
 
After a long absence from the stage caused by the Pandemic, the Greater 
Bridgeport Symphony is excited to perform again, in a concert of symphonic 
Broadway masterpieces.  Under the baton of guest conductor Chelsea Tipton 
II (https://chelseatipton.com/),  conductor of the Symphony of Southwest Texas and 
pops conductor for the New Haven Symphony Orchestra will lead GBS – the 
area’s finest musicians – on a musical history of Broadway, from George M. 
Cohan to the great Classical-Broadway crossover composers, Gershwin and 
Bernstein.  Perennial favorite singer, Bridgeport’s own Maureen Hamill, along 
with Broadway veterans Raissa Katona Bennett and Gary Harger, will sing 
Send in the Clowns, Strike Up the Band, and – of course – Strangers in 
Paradise. 
 
All concert attendees will be required to wear masks.  Hand sanitizing stations 
will be available, and groups will be seated with appropriate social distancing 
on chairs provided by GBS.  There will be no intermission. 
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With their last concert so many months in the past – a festive holiday blend of Bach and 
Vivaldi last December – GBS musicians and fans alike are ready for music again.  Set 
outdoors, the concert will observe strict social-distancing rules and health protocols, in the 
audience and on the stage.  “This concert took months of planning, given the extraordinary 
circumstances, but we felt it was time to do what we do best, and bring our orchestra to 
Trumbull,” said GBS President Jean Halaby Moffitt.  “It was a real team effort, and we think 
it will lift peoples’ spirits.”  She added that the Town of Trumbull was most accommodating in 
making the concert happen. 
 
Perhaps the most notable aspect of the concert in these unprecedented times is the 
gathering together of an entire orchestra.  “It was not easy,” said GBS Executive Director 
Mark Halstead.  “The shell at Indian Ledge Park has a huge stage, but social distancing is 
particularly difficult when considering the many different instruments.  A good many of them 
have to perform twelve feet apart, and that eats up a lot of space on the stage.”  Seasoned 
GBS professional musicians and a volunteer group of researchers found ways for all of the 
musicians to fit safely.  “We’re ready!” exclaimed one longtime GBS player.  “It’s been too 
long!” 
 
The concert was postponed from April 18, and is being dedicated to longtime GBS 
Chairman of the Board, Mrs. Doris Harrington of Fairfield.  GBS is working to find ways to 
provide music to its fans this coming season, however indoor concerts have become 
impractical due to distancing requirements.  Halstead commented, “We’re thinking about this 
all the time, and we want to get our music out there, where it belongs.” 
 

INFORMATION: 
 

ALL TICKETHOLDERS FOR GBS’ MARCH 14 AND APRIL 18 CONCERTS 
ARE ELIGIBLE FOR FREE REPLACEMENT TICKETS.  Please contact Mark at 

the GBS office as soon as possible to reserve your seats – (203)576-0263 or 
mark@gbs.org.  
 
If you cannot attend this concert, GBS will gratefully accept your ticket value as a tax-
deductible contribution, or give credit for a future GBS event.  If we do not hear from you by 
September 1, 2020, we will consider your ticket value as a donation and send you an official 
acknowledgement of your gift. 
 

Limited $30 general admission seating is available, and tickets are 

only available by advance registration (before September 1) using this link: 
https://red.vendini.com/ticket-software.html?t=tix&e=93ab0ed20d6dc4c0c9703535549843e3 
 
or by emailing GBS at mark@gbs.org or calling (203)57-0263. 
 
NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AFTER 6 PM ON SEPTEMBER 3, 2020.  All seating is by 
advance reservation only.   
 

No tickets will be sold at the event. 
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