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Will GBS be presenting a full season of concerts in 2020-2021? 
Given the need for social distancing in the concert hall, well into the foreseeable future, 
GBS will not present live concerts until further notice.  However, we are exploring a whole 
new way of experiencing GBS:  eSUBSCRIPTIONS.  We will film concerts, with extra 
content (such as interviews and music commentary) and offer them as in-home 
subscriptions for just $70 for the season. DVD subscriptions will also be available. 
 

Will GBS be selling season subscriptions for 2020-2021? 
eSUBSCRIPTIONS will be available by mid-October. 
Our original dates for the 2020-2021 Concert Season are  
November 14, 2020 
December 19, 2020 
March 13, 2021 
April 17, 2021 
We will release each concert video on those dates. 

 
What about my unused tickets for concerts last season? 
GBS’ standard ticketing policy is No Refund/No Returns (as shown on all ticket receipts), 
however this year has been like no other.  GBS offered credit for past tickets at our 
September 5 outdoor concert, and asked (via our website and by email in July/August) 
that all ticketholders contact us to claim tickets for September, request credit to a future 
live concert, or donate the cost of their tickets to GBS (tax-deductible), with a deadline of 
September 1, 2020.  After that date, GBS is assuming that ticketholders have opted to 
donate their ticket value.  If that assumption is in error, and you wish to obtain credit for 
a future concert or toward an eSubscription, please email mark@gbs.org 
 
GBS thanks the great number of ticketholders who have converted their ticket cost into 
tax-deductible contributions.  These donations are appreciated beyond expression during 
these trying days.  Acknowledgment letters will be sent out soon.  Please email Mark (our 
Executive Director) at mark@gbs.org  for further information.   

 
Will social-distancing affect concerts this coming season? 
The short answer is:  Yes – dramatically!  While we all look forward to the day when 
these safety restrictions will be lifted completely, we know that social-distancing 
(currently six feet apart) will have a big impact on seating at The Klein.  This would 
mean far fewer available seats, and different arrangements of seats for our subscribers.  
For this reason – like most of the other orchestras in our area – we will not be 
presenting live indoor concerts for the foreseeable future. 
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Social distancing also affects our musicians, even with the advent of filmed concerts.  Maintaining the six-
foot standard (much greater for brass and wind players) will require wider spacing of musicians, which will 
affect our programming choices;  the number of musicians that can fit on the stage will have a direct impact 
on which pieces GBS can choose to play. 
 

Will there be an annual Gala this year? 
Sadly, it appears as though this special event, always popular, will be impossible to hold on the scale of 
previous years.  However, we hope that we may be able to provide smaller musical-benefit events, as Covid 
regulations change. 
 
The annual Gala is a main source of financial support for GBS, and its loss this year leaves a huge gap in our 
budget.  We ask you, our GBS family, to consider donations in lieu of attending the Gala, so that when the 
current crisis abates, we can come back to you in full flower with the music we all love. 

 

What provisions will be made for those in high-risk groups for Corona Virus who 
wish to experience GBS concerts? 
GBS understands that many of our patrons will not feel comfortable in any public environment for some time 
to come, but we don’t want to lose our connection to you!  We ask that those of our subscribers in at-risk 
categories consider changing your subscriptions for this season to at-home subscriptions.  While we realize 
that one of the great benefits GBS offers is the live experience, we also want to present our music 
responsibly, so that in the future we can all get together again, in good health, at The Klein. 
 

What can I do to help GBS make it through these unprecedented times? 
GBS is so grateful to those who have already stepped up and donated to us, especially to those who have 
increased their regular contributions!  Certainly the quickest way to help GBS right now is to donate, either 
through our website or by check; donations are tax-deductible. 
 
You can also show your support by being an eSubscriber.  Eric and our musicians will appreciate your 
experiencing the music in your homes while we can’t have your in “our home” at The Klein.  You can also 
become a Plus+Subscriber this year.  We are asking our regular subscribers to commit to GBS the same 
amount that they paid for a full subscription last season, with any amount about the cost of the 
eSubscription becoming a tax-deductible contribution.  (Example:  if a couple paid $430 for their seats last 
season, we are asking that they commit $430 again this season, with $70 going toward the at-home 
subscription and the remainder -- $360 – becoming a tax-deductible contribution.)  Plus+Subscribers will be 
acknowledged on our website and our Donors’ List, and will receive a special invitation to a private event 
with Eric Jacobsen when social-distancing allows, hopefully in mid-2021. 

 
If you have any other questions, please email our Executive Director, Mark Halstead, mark@gbs.org.   
All of us at GBS appreciate your patience, good wishes and additional financial support as we work our way 
to the end of this crisis, and we wish you all good health.   

 
Very truly yours, 

 
 
 
 

Mark R. Halstead, Executive Director 
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